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MTSSAR 2019 Annual Fall Meeting
by John Rice, MTSSAR Secretary

The MTSSAR held its 2019 Fall Annual Meeting at Hope Lutheran Church in Bozeman on 19 
Oct 2019.  The minutes of the meeting are or should soon be available on the MTSSAR website. 
MTSSAR Secretary John Rice noted that 19 Oct was the 238th Anniversary of the Victory at 
Yorktown, in 1781, which basically marked the end of the Revolutionary War.  He asked the 
members to give thanks to their patriot ancestors.  Thirty (30) members and guests attended the 
meeting including several special guests: National Society of the Sons of the American 
Revolution (NSSAR) former President General (PG) Joe Dooley, Vice President of the 
Intermountain District Larry Mylnechuk, and Montana Society of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution (MSDAR) former Regent Jane Lee Hamman.

Two perspective new members, Joe Geldrich and Ron Reams, were introduced.  MTSSAR 
President Warren Dupuis presided over the meeting in accordance with Roberts Rules of Order.  
The minutes from the MTSSAR 2019 Annual Meeting / 125th Anniversary Celebration were 
summarized by Secretary John Rice and approved.  John also led a tribute to deceased member, 
Billy Earl Butts, and Registrar John Robinson, Larry Mylnechuk, and Jane Hamman added 
personal remarks about Billy’s dedication to the SAR.  Joe Dooley stated that he was glad to be 
in Montana and very much enjoyed touring the Helena Capital, the Montana Historical Museum, 
and the Masonic Grand Lodge in Helena on Friday.  He was present a book, Montana-Stories of 
the Land, by Warren Dupuis as a thank you gift.  Larry Mylnechuk stated that he was glad to say 
that he is now truly a Montana and pointed out that his wife is a Montana native.  Jane Hamman 
said that the book on the history of the DAR in Montana, Celebrating 125 Years of Service to 
Montana, is now available to the public.  She also thanked Bob Gunderson and T. C. Richardson 
for their participation in the Bannock Days Celebration.

Reports were presented by the MTSSAR officers and chapter presidents.  Warren Dupuis 
announced that a new challenge coin has been created that will be awarded by chapter presidents 
to MTSSAR members for exceptional service.   A MTSSAR President’s Award will be presented 
each year to the chapter that promotes the SAR main goals of Patriotism, History, and Education.  
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Three other similar awards were announced.  John Rice and John Robinson reported that the 
MTSSAR now has 110 members and Treasurer Rodney Wheeler stated that the society now has 
$2,877.88 in its general fund and $4,372.05 in its musket raffle profits fund.  A motion was 
approved to fund the stamped, self-addressed envelopes sent out with this year’s annual due’s 
statements.

One new member, John C. Board, was sworn in by John Robinson.  Several awards that were 
announced at the NSSAR Annual Congress, were presented including the Liberty Award to John 
Robinson, the DAR/SAR Membership Award to Jane Lee Hamman, and the Certificate of 
Appreciation for Participation in the Arthur M. King Eagle Scout Contest to the MTSSAR.  The 
SAR Military Service Award was presented to Warren Duncan for service during WWII and to 
John Rice.  

Lunch was served to the attendees.  Larry Mylnechuk gave a speech after lunch on Thomas 
Jefferson – The Great American Enigma.  He noted what a great mind Jefferson had and 
highlighted his many accomplishments.  He described Jefferson’s use of the young military 
officer, Meriwether Lewis, as his military adviser.  He discussed Jefferson’s relationship with his 
wife, Martha, and described the controversy surrounding Jefferson’s relationship with his slave, 
Sally Hemmings.

Additional 125th Anniversary Celebrations were described.  The 2020 MTSSAR Annual Meeting 
will be held in Helena at a place and on a date to be determined by the Helena chapter.  Members 
were encouraged to attend the 2021 Annual Congress in Seattle, WA due to its proximity.  

With regard to old business, a discussion was held on the disposition of the musket raffle funds 
and it was decided that a committee of the MTSSAR Board of Directors would decide how much 
the chapters and state society would get.  John Rice reported on the progress of building the USS 
Montana Submarine and staffing it.  It was suggested that the Anniversary Cake on the MTSSAR 
/ MSDAR float could be replaced with a replica of the Liberty Bell or a model of the USS 
Montana Submarine.  Bob Gunderson and Peter Oakander volunteered to work on ideas for the 
float.  John Rice noted a few lesson-learned from the 125th Anniversary Celebration and Keith 
and Gale Kramlick present the excellent album, they had created of photos, letters, and articles 
about the 125th Anniversary Celebration events.  

With regard to new business, Rodney Wheeler encouraged members to get their annual dues 
payment in early and he collected dues from about a dozen members.  John Rice described what 
was required for members to get the Veterans Certificate of Patriotism and the Military Service 
Medal or War Service Medal.   He also encouraged members to help potential new members with 
their SAR applications, to join the Color Guard, and to recognize first responders.  Joe Dooley 
stated that synthetic Revolutionary War uniforms are often much cheaper than the traditional 
wool ones and are quite acceptable to the SAR despite what some catalogues state.  Joe also 
stated that the proposed new SAR application form is a dead issue for now as there has been no 
change to the NSSAR Bylaws for a new form.  John Rice stated that he felt that some of the 
profit from the Revolutionary War Musket Raffle should go to fund state and perhaps chapter 
prizes for the George S. and Stella M. Knight Essay Contest.  It was agreed that such funding 
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would be considered by the Board of Managers Committee on raffle funds.  Larry Mylnechuk 
said that he felt prizes should also be offered for the grade school Poster Contest.  Pete Oakander 
describe a proposed logo for the MTSSAR that could be used for patches and stickers.  It was 
recommended that Pete further pursue the design and get cost estimates, that could be presented 
at the April 2020 MTSSAR Meeting.  There be no further new business, the meeting was 
adjourned.
 

Treasurer’s News
by Rodney Wheeler, MTSSAR Treasurer

At the fall meeting a motion was approved for the self-addressed stamped envelope 
for dues collection, which has been going very well so far.  A friendly reminder 
to those compatriots that have not already sent their dues, please send it.  If 
for some reason you did not receive your invoice or “the big black dog ate it”, 
please let me know and I will send out another one.

Hopefully we will have 100% retention in the society and there is a national 
contest (a monetary prize from the National).

Chapter News

Sourdough Chapter 47th Anniversary Celebration Luncheon
by John Rice, Sourdough Chapter President

The MTSSAR Sourdough Chapter held a luncheon at the Riverside Country Club in Bozeman on 
21 Sep 2019 to celebrate the 47th Anniversary of the founding of the chapter in 1972 and the 
125th Anniversary of the founding of the MTSSAR in 1894.  Twenty members and guests 
attended the luncheon including Larry Mylnechuk, Vice President General (VPG) of the 
Intermountain District.  Guests also included potential new members Jim Del Duca and Bill 
Gould.  Chapter President John Rice conducted a brief chapter meeting in conjunction with the 
luncheon.  New members that were sworn in and pinned by State Registrar John Robinson 
included Matt Henningsen, Pete Oakander, and Timo Platt.  Larry Mylnechuk presented each of 
the new members with a $1,000,000 bill celebrating the MTSSAR 125th Anniversary.  After 
lunch a 47th Anniversary cake was served to the attendees. Larry Mylnechuk gave an extremely 
interesting talk about Meriwether Lewis including information about his education, his duties as 
a chief military advisor to President Thomas Jefferson, his role in the Lewis and Clark 
expedition, and questions about whether his demise was a murder or suicide.  John Robinson 
discussed the proposed new SAR application form, which is out for review.  John Rice, John 
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Robinson, and Larry Mylnechuk answered questions from the attendees about recruiting new 
members and the SAR application process.  John Rice encouraged the chapter members to attend 
the MTSSAR Fall Meeting at Hope Lutheran Church in Bozeman on 19 October 2019.  He also 
discussed plans for the black-powder musket demonstration later in the fall or next spring.

Liberty Tree Chapter
by Don Murphy, Liberty Tree Chapter President 

Since the Spring State Meeting in April, the Liberty Tree Tree Chapter presented War Service 
Recogniton Certificates to 29 Veterans that participated in World War II, Korea, Vietnam or the 
Cold War conflicts. The ceremony had over 60 people attending at a local senior living center. It 
should be noted that the Veterans which were honored were very appreciative of being 
recognized and not forgotten. The oldest veteran attending  was 101 years old. Just a side note 
here, having a World War II Veteran in uniform was a memory that each of us will always 
remember. 

On July 4th, the Chapter set up a Revolutionary War Encampment at Fort Missoula. As seen this 
year, the Chapter added more educational items to the encampment. The addition of each 
member’s ancestor on a 20 x 30-poster board with what they did during the Revolution. Another 
poster board showing proper Flag Etiquette was displayed along with the games played during 
the Colonial Period. Signing of an enlarged Declaration of Independence, a Constitution quiz 
board, what comprised a Continental Soldiers carry pack, calligraphy demonstrations, were just 
some of the items that were at the event. 

In August, members in Revolutionary uniforms participated in the 107th Annual Creamery Picnic 
Parade in Stevensville, riding on the SAR 125th Anniversary Float, which won the overall 1st 
Place Award for the best float in the parade. 

The Chapter has grown enough that it has a Veterans Committee to coordinate any new events 
recognizing veterans throughout the area.  Lastly, as the chapter continues to grow, we hope to 
become more active than we are now in the future. 

Veterans Day is going to be busy for the Chapter again this year. We will be at the Springs Senior Living 
Center in Missoula recognizing 32 Veterans. The event manager at the facility is organizing a ceremony 
where the SAR will be introduced after we present the Flags. To be able to see and recognize 12 WWII 
Vets of the 32 will be incredible! 

Pictures of these events along with the descriptions of each are on the MTSSAR Website under 
the Liberty Tree Events tab.
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Guardian Chapter
by Warren Dupuis, Guardian Chapter President 

The Chapter held monthly meetings on May 16th, September 4th, and October 16th of 2019 with a 
three-month break during the summer months of June through August of this year. 

Members	of	the	Chapter	participated	in	the	following	activates	throughout	the	community:		
1. On	May	22nd,	members	of	the	Guardian	Chapter,	along	with	members	of	the	Oro	Fino	

Chapter	of	the	DAR,	placed	(lags	on	the	graves	of	“compatriots”	in	the	local	
cemeteries.		

2. On	May	27th,	members	of	the	Guardian	Chapter,	along	with	members	of	the	Oro	Fino	
Chapter	of	the	DAR,	participated	in	the	Annual	East	Helena	Memorial	Day	
Parade	which	included	the	use	of	the	125th	Anniversary	Float.	The	president	met	
with	Senator	Steven	Dains	during	the	activity.		

3. On	June	18th,	the	Chapter	President	attended	a	luncheon	hosted	by	the	mayor	of	
Helena	for	command	and	staff	of	the	USS	Montana.		

4. On	July	4th,	the	Chapter	President	gave	the	key	note	address	at	the	Veteran’s	
Memorial	in	Ennis,	MT.	(Remarks	are	attached	as	enclosure	1)		

5. On	July	26th,	members	of	the	Guardian	Chapter,	along	with	members	of	the	Oro	Fino	
Chapter	of	the	DAR,	participated	in	a	funeral	service	for	Edward	Nulliner,	an	
Airman	who	had	no	family	to	attend	the	service.	The	Chapter	President	gave	brief	
remarks.	(Remarks	are	attached	and	enclosure	2)		

6. On	August	17th,	members	of	the	Guardian	Chapter,	along	with	members	of	the	Oro	
Fino	Chapter	of	the	DAR,	took	boats	to	Cemetery	Island	located	in	Canyon	Ferry	and	
cleaned	graves	and	cleared	sagebrush	from	the	cemetery.		

7. On	August	24th,	members	of	the	Guardian	Chapter,	along	with	members	of	the	Oro	
Fino	Chapter	of	the	DAR,	participated	in	the	Veterans	Stand	Down.	This	activity	
presents	an	opportunity	for	outreach	to	veterans	who	may	need	assistance	in	
multiple	areas.	Chapter	members	served	as	road	guards	for	the	walk/run,	served	
meals	to	veterans	and	their	families,	and	manned	a	kiosk	that	provided	information	
on	the	SAR.	Three	individuals	indicated	an	interest	to	join	the	SAR	and	requested	a	
follow-	up	to	determine	basic	eligibility.		

8. On	September	10th,	The	Chapter	President	and	Jane	Hamman	of	the	DAR,	
participated	in	a	radio	interview	on	AM950’s	Coffee	Break	to	discuss	the	
upcoming	events	at	the	State	Capitol	for	Constitution	Day.		

9. On	September	14th,	members	of	the	Guardian	Chapter,	along	with	members	of	the	
Oro	Fino	Chapter	of	the	DAR,	participated	in	Constitution	Day	activities	at	the	
State	Capitol.	Chapter	Members	served	as	Color	Guard	and	the	Chapter	President	
presented	remarks	on	the	Constitution.	(Remarks	are	attached	at	Enclosure	3.a)	The	
event	was	covered	by	the	local	paper	and	the	received	front	page	coverage	above	the	
fold.	(article	attached	as	Enclosure	3.b)		
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Initiatives		

• Upon receiving approval for the development and procurement of a MTSSAR “Presidents 
Challenge Coin” the Guardian Chapter President has contracted with Crown Trophy in Helena 
for the initial run of 250 coins. (proof sheet at enclosure 4) The original quote was as follows: 
Art Setup fee of $150.00, Shipping of $65.00, and Coin Cost for 259 @ 8.25 each, $2062.50 for 
a total of $2,277.50. The upfront cost will be covered by Warren Dupuis and coins will be 
available for purchase by Chapter Presidents at an individual cost of $9.00 

• Willis Cruse House Room Sponsorship. The Chapter has decided to support and maintain one 
room (Room 5) at the transitional house for homeless veterans named after Willis Cruise that is 
managed by the Montana Veterans Foundation. The chapter members have donated $1,000.00 to 
cover the cost of furnishing, maintaining and Improving the room. These funds will be 
fenced for this purpose and it expected that it will cover the cost of providing “overwatch” of 
the room for 5 years @.  
 

Glacier Chapter
by Steve Armstrong, Glacier Chapter President

 
Glacier Chapter continues to have a superb working relationship with the Montana Veteran’s Home 

in Columbia Falls with our annual Wreaths Across America program and celebration. Glacier Chapter 
also has the opportunity to participate with flag placement at the Montana Veteran’s Home Cemetery 
during Memorial Day, July 4th and Veteran’s Day.  

As of this writing (November 11, 2019), we have donations for 325 memorial wreaths. 
Parkside Credit Union asked to partner with Glacier Chapter for the next few weeks in order to 
increase our wreath donations. I am hopeful that we will reach 400 wreath donations, which 
would truly be a record for our efforts.   

This is the seventh year that I have coordinated the Wreaths Across America program for the 
Montana Veteran’s Home. This responsibility was passed off to me in mid-October 2013, barely 
giving us enough time to gather 34 wreath donations (10 of those from Linnea and me) that year. 

While we are deeply saddened with the passing of our Compatriot Billy Butts, we are 
grateful that both his son Greg and grandson Ben have become members of Glacier Chapter. 
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Chaplain’s Corner, by MTSSAR Chaplain T.C. Richardson

July 29, 1775, is considered the official birthday of the American Chaplaincy Corps when 
Congress recognized chaplains who had volunteered for the national army, providing them with a 
rank equal to that of a captain and with a monthly pay of twenty dollars. The chaplains held 
services, distributed Bibles, visited the sick, helped sustain troop morale and offered a Savior in 
Jesus Christ. They were often exposed to the dangers of the battlefield and the deprivations of the 
army encampments. Many took up arms. In August 1775, General Washington reported that 
fifteen chaplains were serving twenty-three regiments and that twenty-nine regiments did not 
have a chaplain.

Following our first Commander-in-chief's desire to have a chaplain in each of his regiments, 
it is the desire of the Montana Sons of the American Revolution to have a chaplain in each of our 
chapters.  To that end, in October, Chaplain John Board was inducted into the MSSAR and 
promptly assumed the role of chaplain at the Guardian Chapter. Greet our new member at: 
jcboard54@gmail.com Huzah! X3  

Trustee’s Report, by MTSSAR Trustee T.C. Richardson

NATIONAL: As was stated at the October 2019 Montana State Meeting in Bozeman, each year 
at the National Congress, new National officers are elected and posted. This year at the Congress 
in California are: PG, John (Jack) Manning, Secretary General, Davis Wright Esq., Treasurer 
General, C. Bruce Pickette, Chancellor General Peter M. Davenport, Genealogist General Jim L. 
W. Faulkinbury, Registrar General Douglas T. Collins, Historian General William O. Stone, 
Librarian General Tony L. Vets, Surgeon General Darryl S. Addington MD and Chaplain General 
Rev David J. Felts became your new SAR leaders. For any interested, I have a 125-page 
document with personal bios of these elected officials.

DISTRICT: It was an honor to see our own Larry Mylnechuk, who started as Liberty Tree 
Chapter President, then Montana State President, move into the Intermountain District Vice 
President position at our State meeting. 

STATE: At the Montana State level, President Warren Dupuis, Vice President Steve Armstrong 
(absent), Secretary John Rice, and State Registrar John Robinson were sworn in. 

CHAPTER: As you know, each chapter has elected officers as well to conduct business at our 
perspective meetings.

As your National Trustee from Montana, I encourage each of you to consider attending our 
National Congresses: (2019 was near Disneyland in Orange, California) 2020 will be in 
Richmond, Virginia, July 9th - July 15th, and 2021 will be in Seattle, a little closer to home.  You 
and your wife can attend as a SAR member or in an official capacity.  Please contact any of the 
State officers for further information. 
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Registrar’s Update, by MTSSAR Registrar John Robinson

MTSSAR State Registrar John Robinson reports that there are more check marks being placed 
on SAR applications at the National level, but he doesn’t see this as a problem for applicants.

Most states have their own Genealogist and most chapters have their own Registrars. This has 
not occurred in Montana. This means that Registrar John Robinson handles all applications on 
his own. DAR member Barb Stem from Butte provides guidance and assistance for some 
MTSSAR applicants.

Registrar Robinson has also been working on his first application that is using DNA as a part of 
the applicant’s proof. During the October 2019 MTSSAR meeting, John met with past PG Joe 
Dooley to discuss this process. Registrar Robinson stated that this is the most complicated 
application he has ever worked on.

Regardless, Registrar Robinson, who is 80-years of age, is still working on behalf of MTSSAR 
to make certain that applications are correct the first time. MTSSAR has fifteen new compatriots 
courtesy of Registrar Robinson’s efforts.

Newest Montana Society - SAR Compatriots

The Montana Society - Sons of the American Revolution, welcomes our newest 
members.

Glacier Chapter - Greg Butts Benjamin Butts

Guardian Chapter - Trent Short Jeff Short

           Patrick Duncan John Board

Liberty Tree Chapter - Bruce Taylor Clayton Taylor

Montana Continentals Chapter - Dan Happel

Sourdough Chapter - Matthew Henningsen Thomas Platt III

           John Miller Zebulon Miller

Pete Oaklander
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MTSSAR Chapters Celebrate Veteran’s Day, November 11, 2019

Guardian Chapter members (left to right) Keith Kramlick, Don Reed, Warren Dupuis, 
and Doug Fraser marched in the annual East Helena Veteran’s Day Parade. Regarding 
their beautiful sign, Keith’s wife and DAR member Gale said, “A friend of mine sewed it 
together. We had a sign shop do the emblem and then we ironed on the letters.”

Liberty Tree Chapter President Don Murphy reports that Compatriots presented 31 
certificates to veterans residing at the Springs Assisted Living in Missoula. Twelve of 
those receiving certificates were veterans of World War II.

Glacier Chapter President Steve Armstrong participated in the traditional placement of 
flags on graves of veterans at the Montana Veteran’s Home Cemetery in Columbia Falls. 
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Montana Society - SAR dual member Tim Prater

U.S.VETS-Prescott, Arizona has sponsored the Northern Arizona Homeless Veteran StandDown since 
2006. This is an event held in cities across the nation to provide food, clothing, services and referrals 
to homeless veterans. Tim Prater presents a financial donation on behalf of the Prescott Chapter to 
Mathew Phillips, Communications Director, U.S.VETS-Prescott

Montana Society - SAR website and communication

MTSSAR’s website is developed and maintained by Liberty Tree Compatriot Don Murphy. 

https://www.mtssar.org

Don has made the site easy to navigate and it is regularly updated. We are grateful to Don for keeping 
this crucial piece of information available for us and the public to enjoy.

Regarding communication, it works well for our society to utilize email to send out announcements. If 
you have an email address, please let us know. It is costly to send out hard copy notices.


