
  
MEETING MINUTES 

Montana Society – Sons of the American Revolution (MTSSAR) 2020 Fall Virtual Meeting 
17 October 2020 - - - 9:00 A.M. – Noon 

 
 
 
1. Call to Order – MTSSAR President Warren Dupuis called the meeting to order.  The agenda for the meeting 

is shown in Attachment #1 and the List of Attendees is shown in Attachment #2.  He stated that the meeting 
participants could take a break as needed.  He thanked Steve Armstrong for putting together the Zoom 
meeting and John Rice for establishing the meeting agenda. 

2. Invocation – Chaplain T. C. Richardson gave the invocation.  He discussed how Revolutionary War soldiers 
viewed their world versus how we view our world today. 

3. Pledge of Allegiance to the USA Flag – The attendees recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
4. NSSAR Pledge – The attendees recited the National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution 

(NSSAR) Pledge. 
5. Introduction of Guests – No guests were introduced; however, as indicated in the List of Attendees there 

were a number of dual state members participating as well as several SAR members from other states.  Dual 
state members included NSSAR Former President General Warren Alter from Arizona, James Engler from 
Maryland, Keith Francik from Wyoming, and Robert Grover from Missouri.  Members from other states 
included Idaho Society President Ellis Rail and Bill Simpson from California. 

6. Introduction of Perspective New Members – No perspective new members were present and introduced. 
7. Reports  

a. MTSSAR President Warren Dupuis – Warren Dupuis stated that since copies of the reports by the 
MTSSAR Officers and Chapter Presidents had been distributed to the Zoom meeting participants prior 
to the meeting, the Officers and Chapter Presidents could merely refer to the distributed copies unless 
they want to insert additional information.  Warren Dupuis presented the President’s report (See 
Attachment #3) and reported on the past year’s events.   

b. MTSSAR Vice President (VP) Steve Armstrong – Steve Armstrong presented the Vice President’s 
report (See Attachment #4).  He stated that the Vice President’s job is to assist the MTSSAR President, 
Secretary, and Treasurer as needed.  He stated that he has helped these officers email information to all 
the MTSSAR members as well as help with other tasks.  Steve stated that he was willing to continue in 
his current position for another year after next April 2021 if needed. He also reported on the USS 
Montana Submarine Committee (See Attachment #5). 

c. MTSSAR Registrar John Robinson – John Robinson presented the MTSSAR Registrar’s report (See 
Attachment #6). 

d. MTSSAR Secretary John Rice – John Rice gave the Secretary’s report (See Attachments #7).  He stated 
that there was an error in the original handout in that the MTSSAR total membership today should be 
105 and not 110 members.  (Note: The error has been corrected in the attachment.)  John noted that the 
MTSSAR membership has increased from 96 members at the end of last year to 105 presently.  He 



stated that six new members had joined this year along with two dual members from the Wyoming 
Society.  John also added that there is a large number of potential new members that the Society needs 
to help complete their applications. 

e. MTSSAR Treasurer Rodney Wheeler – Rodney Wheeler gave the MTSSAR Treasurer’s report 
(Attachment #8).  He stated that so far 43 members have paid their annual dues.  Rodney added that two 
members have indicated that they will be dropping their membership.  Warren Dupuis noted that he felt 
that sending out prepaid addressed envelopes with the dues statements had produced positive results. 

f. MTSSAR Trustee T.C. Richardson – T. C. Richardson gave the MTSSAR Trustee’s report (See 
Attachment #9). 

g. MTSSAR Chaplain T.C. Richardson – T.C. also gave the Chaplain’s report (See Attachment #10).   
h. MTSSAR Historian Dan Elliot - Dan Elliot was not a meeting participant and did not provide a report. 
i. Chapter Reports  

(1) Glacier Chapter – Steve Armstrong presented the Glacier Chapter report. (See Attachment #11). 
(2) Guardian Chapter – Warren Dupuis gave the report for the Guardian Chapter (See Attachment 

#12). 
(3). Liberty Tree Chapter – Don Murphy was not a participant in the meeting so Vice President 

General of the Intermountain District Larry Mylnechuk and T. C. Richardson, who are Liberty 
Tree Chapter members, presented the chapter report (See Attachment #13). 

(4) Montana Continentals Chapter President Bob Gunderson – Bob Gunderson was not a participant 
in the meeting.  No report for the Montana Continentals Chapter was provided. 

(5). Portage Chapter President Walt Walker – Walt Walter was not a participant in the meeting and 
no report was provided for the Portage Chapter.   

(6) Sourdough Chapter President John Rice – John Rice gave the Sourdough Chapter report (See 
Attachment #14).  He stated that one of the biggest activities for the Chapter was the creation of 
the USS Montana Submarine model by Pete Oakander for the MTSSAR / MSDAR float.  John 
stated that a number of Sourdough Chapter members including himself, John Robinson, Rodney 
Wheeler, and Pete Oakander participated in the Big Timber Rodeo Parade and Pete also 
participated in the Dillon parade.  He noted that it is time for the annual Chapter fall election and 
that all of the Chapter officers except himself have agreed to run for re-election.  John stated that 
Matt Henningsen has graciously volunteered to run for election as Sourdough Chapter President.  
John added that the chapter plans to hold an election of officers at its 14 November 2020 Zoom 
meeting. 

j.  State Regent of the Montana Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution (MSDAR) Leigh 
Haislip-Spencer – Because Leigh Haislip-Spencer was not able to participate in the Zoom meeting, 
Warren Dupuis read her letter to the MTSSAR (See Attachment #15). 

8. Announcement of New Members and Additional Patriots – John Robinson read the list of new 
members and the one current member, who added an additional patriot.  The new members included Ralph 
Andrew Kuney, Timothy William Kuney, Stacy Lee Henry, Marvin Dean Hunt, Nathan Delbert Hunt, 
and James Arthur Gustafson.  Steve Armstrong acquired an additional patriot award.  John also talked 
about how the NSSAR is handling applications, which involve DNA evidence (Reference pages 20 to 25 
of the 12 Oct 2020 SAR Application Preparation Manual).  He stated that per NSSAR direction DNA 
evidence can only be used for the first generation.  The SAR has limited the use of DNA evidence to only 
proving the applicant’s relationship to his biological parent in situations such as adoption or the inability 
to find any other documentation of his parents. 

9. Awards Ceremony 
a. MTSSAR President’s Awards – Warren Dupuis presented the following MTSSAR awards: 

(1) Educational: The Educational Award recognizes those activities that serve to educate the general 
public on activities of our founding fathers and bring awareness of the Sons of the American 



Revolution (SAR).  This year’s President’s Award for Education activities went to the Guardian 
Chapter for their work supporting the MSDAR with Constitution Day activities and for the 
development of an MTSSAR float that has seen use in parades around Montana and has even been 
featured in a post on U.S. Congressman Greg Gianforte’s Facebook page.  In addition, a MTSSAR 
Challenge Coin has been given to Don Reed and Keith Kramlick for this effort. 

(2) Patriotic: The Patriotic Award recognizes those activities that server to honor and support veterans 
and first responders.  This year’s President’s Award for Patriotic Activities went to the Glacier 
Chapter for their work supporting “Wreaths Across America” and coordinating the USS Montana 
Submarine Committee activities.  A MTSSAR Challenge Coin was given to Steve Armstrong. 

(3) Historic: The Historic Award recognizes those activities that serve to bring awareness to the 
general public and SAR members about historical events through exhibits, demonstrations, and 
preservation activities.  This year’s President’s Award for Historic Activities goes to the Liberty 
Tree Chapter for their 4th of July Encampment at Fort Missoula.  A MTSSAR Challenge Coin was 
given to Don Murphy. 

(4) The President’s Trophy for chapter growth was awarded to the Guardian Chapter for adding six 
new members. 

(5) Warren Dupuis stated that a number of other MTSSAR Challenge Coins have been presented to 
other MTSSAR members for their contributions.  Larry Mylnechuk stated that these coins have 
also been presented to several MSDAR members. 

b. SAR Achievement Awards – John Rice stated that the SAR Achievement Awards, that were awarded 
at the National Congress, have been distributed to the recipients and they were recognized in a 
previous email to all MTSSAR members.  They included the following: 

(1) The Liberty Medal and certificate were awarded to Robert A. Bogardus in recognition of 
outstanding services in the recruitment of at least 10 new members. 

(2) The Liberty Medal cluster and certificate were awarded to John J. Robinson in recognition of 
outstanding service in the recruitment of 10 additional members. 

(3) The Montana Society NSDAR has been awarded First Place in the DAR/SAR Membership 
Award to the DAR State Society with the highest percentage of recruiting approved SAR 
Members when compared to the SAR State Society's membership. 

(4) A Certificate of Appreciation and streamer has been awarded to the Montana Society for 
supporting and submitting a candidate in the Arthur M. King Eagle Scout Scholarship Contest 
2019-2020. 

(5) The Montana Society has been awarded the Registrar General's Retention Award and streamer to 
the State Society based upon membership with the highest ranking within their size category 
for retention of members for the past five years. 

(6) Larry Mylnechuk was presented with the recognition of being a Vice President General of the 
National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution during the years 2019-2020. 

c. SAR Membership Certificates – John Rice stated that the SAR Membership Certificates for 15, 20, 25, 
and 30 years of membership have been distributed to the recipients (See Attachment #16) and they 
were recognized in a previous email to all MTSSAR members.  Thanks to all of these members for 
their continued service. 

10. Upcoming Events    
a. NSSAR National Congress in Seattle, WA Area in 2021 – Larry Mylnechuk stated that the year 2021 

is fast approaching and MTSSAR members should begin considering their attendance at the National 
Congress.  Larry noted that lodging accommodation reservations are now available.  He added that as 
of now an agenda for the National Congress has not yet been distributed. 

b. 2021 MTSSAR Annual Meeting – Warren Dupuis said that he was considering having the 2021 
MTSSAR Annual Meeting in Helena on either the 10th or the 17th of April.  He pointed out that one 
problem with holding our annual meeting in Helena at that time is that we must reserve meeting space 
and lodging accommodations early due to the fact that the Montana Legislature would be in session.  It 



was suggested that the meeting could be scheduled later in July perhaps on the 24th.  Larry Mylnechuk 
stated that he had been approached by Ellis Rail, President of the Idaho SAR Society, about having a 
SAR Intermountain District Meeting in Idaho Falls, ID on 17 April 2021.  Larry asked Ellis to say a few 
words about planning for the meeting.  Ellis stated that so far about 5 or 6 of the Idaho SAR Society 
members had expressed interest in attending.  Warren stated that he would like the MTSSAR Guardian 
Chapter and Keith Kramlick to be the hosts for the 2021 MTSSAR Annual Meeting on 24 July 2021.  A 
motion was made, seconded, and passed directing the Guardian Chapter and Keith Kramlick to begin 
preparations for the 2021 MTSSAR Annual Meting in Helena, MT on 24 April 2021 and authorizing 
them to enter into contract negotiations.  

11. Old Business 
a. Discussion of Raffle Funds to State Society and Chapters – Warren Dupuis made reference to a John 

Rice email and memorandum, dated 19 March 2020, entitled MTSSR Education Plan.   Warren 
stated that he had not seen any comments or motions to proceed on the plan but that he has had 
problems with his email since being in Egypt.  John Rice stated that he had put a lot of effort into the 
plan and has been disappointed that there has not been any response.  Warren pointed out that there 
are some problems with distributing money to the chapters, for example, as there are some chapters 
that have not established a checking account.  Warren suggested that a process be developed by 
Treasurer Rodney Wheeler and a committee whereby chapters could request fund for educational 
purposes.  A comment was made by Keith Kramlick and Warren Dupuis volunteered him to be on 
the committee.  Since John Rice had written the Education Plan, Warren asked him to be on the 
committee also.  Several options for spending the profits from the MTSSAR Revolutionary Musket 
Raffle including scholarships and educational pamphlets were discussed.  John Rice stated that in his 
Education Plan he had addressed the option, which has unsuccessfully been promoted for several 
years, of funding state prizes for the SAR Knight Essay Contest and the Grade School Poster 
Contest.  John asked if Warren’s proposal addressed both state as well as chapter level proposals.  
Warren stated that he felt that the process should address both.  A motion was made, seconded and 
approved that “The Treasurer, Rodney Wheeler, develop a process by which funds could be 
requested and distributed to the chapters to pay for or reimburse chapters for expenses incurred for 
education and outreach activities and that the process include a review and approval by the Board of 
Managers before funds are distributed.  The process should include types of activities that may 
qualify for reimbursement, and that the Treasurer be (is) authorized to ‘draft’ members of the 
MTSSAR to assist in the development of the process and approved activities.”                                                                    

12. New Business 
a. Planning for MTSSAR 2021 Spring Meeting - Warren Dupuis restated that he would like to hold the 

meeting on April 24, 2021 in Helena, MT.  As previously stated, he has directed that the Guardian 
Chapter and Keith Kramlick be the hosts.   

b. Gift of 1976 Bicentennial Coins – Vice President Steve Armstrong stated that he had been given a gift 
from Glacier Chapter member Mark Burns of about 30 rolls of 1976 bicentennial coins consisting of 
quarters, half dollars, and silver dollars.  Steve stated that the coins are currently stored in his gun safe.   
He indicated that Mark would like to have these coins displayed at appropriate SAR and MTSSAR 
anniversary celebrations and also stored until 2076.  A discussion followed as to what should be done 
with these coins.  John Rice stated that he felt the coins should be stored in a bank safety deposit box 
especially if they are to be kept until 2076, long after most of the current MTSSAR members will have 
passed away.  Warren Alter agreed that the coins should be stored in a bank vault.  Warren Dupuis 
suggested that the coins should be turned over to Treasurer Rodney Wheeler to store.  John Rice stated 
that since Rodney lives in an isolated area of Montana where there are few other MTSSAR members, it 
would make more sense to store the coins in a major Montana city such as Bozeman, Missoula, or 
Helena where there will always be MTSSAR members present.  He further stated that the safety deposit 



box keys should be placed in the custody of two MTSSAR officers or members who live in these cities 
but that any of the other MTSSAR members could be added to the safety deposit box access list.  John 
added that he, Rodney Wheeler, and Steve Armstrong are currently on the bank checking account access 
list so they can open the safety deposit box account.  He suggested that Steve Armstrong deliver the 
coins to a branch of Valley Bank in Helena where he and other MTSSAR members can open a safety 
deposit box account.  Steve Armstrong stated that he could prepare and execute the necessary paperwork 
to transfer the coins from Mark Burns to the MTSSAR.  John Rice stated that since Mark Burns may 
want to claim credit for this gift on his income tax forms, the MTSSAR should check with him to see 
what sort of documentation he or his tax preparer would want as a receipt.  It was left up to the MTSSAR 
officers to work out the details of this transfer. 

c. MTSSAR Inventory – Rodney Wheeler stated that he felt it was prudent for the MTSSAR to develop 
an inventory list of items that the MTSSAR possesses.  He stated that the MTSSAR has a lot scattered 
all around and a lot of people have no idea where stuff is and who has possession of it.  For example, he 
stated that he does not know who has possession of the large flag display.  Rodney noted that we need 
to know where MTSSAR items are and who to contact to borrow them.  He stated that John Rice had 
sent him a list of the possession that the MTSSAR Secretary has.  Warren Dupuis asked that everyone 
respond to Rodney’s request.  It was pointed out that the 1976 Bicentennial Coins that Steve Armstrong 
has been given should be on the inventory list as well as other items of significant value.   

d. Collection of Dues – In his Treasurer’s report, Rodney Wheeler previously discussed the status of the 
dues collection.  Rodney stated that one problem in the past is that several members have paid their dues 
after the deadline and after they are dropped from the roles.  He added that this causes a lot of additional 
work for himself and Secretary John Rice to reinstate members.  John Rice stated that having members 
delay paying their annual dues also causes the SAR Reconciliation Report for the Montana Society to 
show a lower number of members, then it actually may have.  He stated that while the NSSAR does not 
impose a fee for individuals to rejoin the SAR because it wants to encourage them to do so, there is a 
difference between someone rejoining a year or two later and somebody merely not paying their dues 
on time.  The question was raised as to whether or not there should be a late payment fee.  It was 
suggested that perhaps a more positive approach should be taken where members are told that by paying 
their dues on time, they are actually saving money.  Warren Alter stated that NSSAR policy has now 
changed where individuals do not have to sign the Reinstatement Form but merely pay their outstanding 
due to be reinstated.  He added that the state society merely needs to submit the Reinstatement Form to 
the National Society.  Warren Dupuis recommended that we wait until the April 2021 Meeting to decide 
which approach to take.  John Rice stated that by early next year we will know whether or not late 
payment of dues is still a problem. 

e. Slate of New Officers – President Warren Dupuis stated that he preferred not to run for re-election in 
April 2021.   He further stated that he has had discussions with Guardian Chapter member Don Reed 
about filling the position and that Don has indicated that he would be willing to do so.  Previously in the 
meeting, Vice President Steve Armstrong had stated that he would be willing to serve another term. 
 
Warren indicated that Secretary John Rice had indicated that he would like to step down from his 
position in April 2021 and that the MTSSAR needed to advertise in the upcoming MTSSAR quarterly 
newsletter for potential candidates to fill this vacancy.  John Rice stated that the Secretary’s job has been 
an extremely demanding job especially when also serving as Sourdough Chapter President and hosting 
the MTSSAR Annual Fall Meetings in Bozeman.  He said that he was extremely grateful to Rodney and 
Kristi Wheeler for taking on the job of Treasurer and is amazed that former Secretary/Treasurer Billy 
Butts and Francis Weigand were able to do both jobs.  John noted that the MTSSAR owes a debt of 
gratitude to Kristi for all that she has done to help Rodney.  He stated that Bob Gunderson’s wife had 
helped him when he was Treasurer and that it would be extremely beneficial if we could find a 



replacement Secretary whose wife was willing to help with all of the paperwork.  John stated that the 
Secretary’s job is very time consuming and it is unlikely that we will be able to find a replacement who 
works a full-time normal job.  He also stated that in the past we have not able to find a volunteer to fill 
the Secretary’s position by merely asking for volunteers and that ultimately, he had volunteered when 
nobody else stepped forward.  John noted that it is highly commendable that Warren Dupuis was able 
to identify Don Reed as a potential replacement and that the MTSSAR needs to do more than just ask 
for volunteers in the MTSSAR quarterly newsletter but needs to more actively recruit a replacement 
Secretary. 
 
John Robinson indicated that he was 81 and was having problems with his eyes and other health issues.  
It was acknowledged that there is nobody currently in the MTSSAR and possibly in the SAR that is as 
knowledgeable about NSSAR application reviews as John Robinson is.  While John Robinson stated 
that he is not looking to step down as MTSSAR Registrar, it was pointed out that it would not be prudent 
to wait until the last minute when John is no longer willing or unable to serve as MTSSAR Registrar to 
try and find a replacement.  Warren Dupuis identified Pat Duncan who stated that he would be willing 
to help John with the Registrar function along with support from MSDAR members.  John Robinson 
pointed out that MSDAR member Barb Stem has been a big help in preparing applications. 
 
Treasurer Rodney Wheeler did not indicate whether or not he planned to run for re-election but it is 
assumed that he will.  Likewise, it is assumed that T. C. Richardson is still willing to serve as MTSSAR 
Chaplain and Trustee. 

f. Interaction with Montana Legislature – Warren Dupuis stated that since there is a possibility that the 
Montana legislature could be in session in Helena during our 24 July 2021 MTSSAR Annual Meeting, 
that he could meet with some of the state senators and representatives.  He stated that the MTSSAR 
could develop some initiatives that could be presented to the legislature.  

13. Motion to Adjourn – There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was offered, seconded, and 
approved by vocal acclamation. 

 
Recorded by John Rice and Warren Dupuis.   
 
Submitted by: 
John W. Rice, Jr. 
MTSSAR Secretary 
 



AGENDA 
Montana Society of the Sons of the American Revolution 

(MTSSAR) 2020 Annual Fall Meeting  
17 October, 2020 at 9 AM 

Zoom Chat ID: Steve Armstrong will provide 
Passsword: Steve Armstrong will provide 

 
1. Call to Order – President Warren Dupuis 
2. Invocation – T. C. Richardson 
3. Pledge of Allegiance to USA Flag - All 

“I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America and to the  
Republic for which it stands, one Nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty 
and justice for all.” 

4. National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution (NSSAR) Pledge – All 

“We descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by  
their sacrifices, established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith  
in the principles of liberty and our Constitutional Republic, and solemnly  
pledge ourselves to defend them against every foe.” 

5. Introduction of Guests - Hosts 
6. Introduction of Perspective New Members – Hosts and new members 
7. Reports 

a. President – Warren Dupuis 
b. Vice President – Steve Armstrong 
c. Registrar - John Robinson 
d. Secretary – John Rice 
e. Treasurer –Rodney Wheeler 
f. Webmaster – Don Murphy 
g. Trustee / Chaplain – T.C. Richardson 
h. Historian – Dan Elliott     
i. Chapter Reports  

(1) Glacier Chapter – Steve Armstrong 
(2) Guardian – Keith Kramlick  
(3). Liberty Tree Chapter – Don Murphy 
(4) Montana Continentals Chapter – Bob Gunderson 
(5). Portage Chapter – Walt Walker 
(6) Sourdough Chapter – John Rice 

j. State Regent Montana Society of Daughters of the American Revolution (D.A.R.) 
– Leigh Haislip-Spenser 

8. Announcement of New Members and New Patriot Awards – John Robinson                                                      
9. Awards Ceremony – Warren Dupuis 



a. MTSSAR President’s Awards 
b. SAR Achievement Awards 
c. SAR Membership Certificates – (Mailed to recipients or Chapter Presidents) 

11. Upcoming Events    
a. NSSAR National Congress in 2021 – Larry Mylnechuk 
b.  2021 MTSSAR Annual Spring Meeting – Helena, MT – Warren Dupuis 

12. Old Business 
a.. None 

13. New Business 
a. Planning for MTSSAR 2021 Spring Meeting – Warren Dupuis 
b. Gift of 1976 Bicentennial Coins – Steve Armstrong 
c. MTSSAR Inventory – Rodney Wheeler 
d. Collection of Dues – Rodney Wheeler 
e. Slate of New Officers – Warren Dupuis 

14 Motion to Adjourn 
15. SAR Recessional 

 “Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our  
 forefathers, who gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an  
 independent Supreme Court and a Nation of Free Men.’ 

16. Benediction – T.C. Richardson 



MONTANA SOCIETY OF THE SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
17 FEBRUARY 2020 FALL ANNUAL MEETING 

LIST OF ATTENDEES 
 
Name State Society Chapter Note 
Alter, Warren Arizona/Montana -/Liberty Tree Dual Member 
Armstrong, Steve Montana Glacier 
Duncan, Norm Montana Sourdough 
Dupuis, Warren Montana Guardian 
Engler, James Maryland/Montana -/Continentals Dual Member 
Francik, Keith Wyoming/Montana -/Sourdough Dual Member 
Grover, Robert Missouri/Montana -/Liberty Tree Dual Member 
Henningsen, Matt Montana Sourdough 
Kramlick, Keith Montana Guardian 
Mylnechuk, Larry Montana Liberty Tree 
Oakander, Pete Montana Sourdough 
Rail, Ellis Idaho - 
Rice, John Montana Sourdough 
Richardson, T. C. Montana Liberty Tree 
Robinson, John Montana Sourdough 
Simpson, Bill California - 
Taylor, Bruce Montana Liberty Tree 
Wheeler, Rodney Montana Sourdough 
 



President’s	Semi-Annual	Report			
Montana	Society	Sons	of	the	American	Revolution	

for	the	Year,	April	2020	–	October	2020	
	
	

	
This	report	documents	activities	of	the	President	of	the	Montana	State	Society	of	the	
Sons	of	the	America	Revolution	from	April	2020	–	October	2020.	
	
Activities	
	
As	President,	I	participated	in	the	following	activates	throughout	the	community:	
	

1. Several	planned	activities	were	cancelled	due	to	COVID-19	and	the	
associated	“lockdown”	including;	the	Welcome	Home	for	Vietnam	
Veterans	(March	30),	East	Helena	Memorial	Day	Parade	(May	25),	
Chapter	Meetings,	etc.	
	

2. On	July	4th,	I	attended	the	the	Veteran’s	Memorial	in	Ennis,	MT.	I	gave	
coins	to	the	Organizer	and	Master	of	Ceremonies	of	the	event.	
	

3. On	September	7th,	I	participated	in	the	Dillon	Labor	Day	parade	where	the	
DAR	and	SAR	had	two	floats.		During	the	parade	I	had	a	chance	to	talk	
with	Senator	Dains	and	Congressman	Gianforte.		Congressman	Gianforte	
took	a	selfie	with	SAR	members,	along	with	the	float	and	posted	it	on	his	
Facebook	page.		I	gave	a	coin	to	Don	Reed	for	is	work	in	developing	the	
SAR	“camp”	float.	

	
4. On	September	11th,	I	participate	in	a	DAR	Marker	ceremony	at	the	

Pioneer	Cabin	in	Helen.		I	gave	a	coin	to	Ellen	Baumler,	an	interpretative	
historian	for	the	Montana	Historical	Society.	

	
5. On	September	15th,	I	attend	a	meeting	of	the	Liberty	Tree	Chapter	and	

presented	a	coin	to	Dite	Little	for	his	efforts	in	driving	the	DAR	USS	
Montana	float	to	Dillon	so	that	it	could	be	in	the	Labor	Day	parade.	
	

6. On	September	17th,	members	of	the	Guardian	Chapter,	along	with	
members	of	the	Oro	Fino	Chapter	of	the	DAR,	participated	in	Constitution	
Day	activities	at	the	State	Capitol.		I	served	as	a	member	of	the	Color	
Guard.		I	gave	a	coin	to	the	Superintendent	of	Public	Instruction	for	her	
work	in	getting	civics	classed	into	the	lower	grades.	

	
7. On	September	30th,	I	provided	greetings	to	the	MSSDAR	during	their	fall	

meeting.	(see	Incl.	1)	
	

	 	



8. I	sold	27	coins	and	have	sent	$27.00	to	the	State	Treasurer	and	to	the	
Guardian	Chapter	as	previously	discussed.	

	
	
Respectfully,		
	
Warren	L.	Dupuis	
President,	MTSSAR	 	



	
MTSSAR	President	Dupuis’	Remarks	to	MSSDAR	September	26,	2020	
	
Regent	Spencer,	members	of	the	Montana	State	Society	Daughters	of	the	American	
Revolution;	
	
I	would	like	to	take	this	opportunity	to	not	only	send	you	greetings	but	to	also	
express	my	profound	gratitude	for	your	partnering	with	the	MTSSAR	on	activities	
and	to	congratulate	you	on	your	accomplishments	during	this	difficult	year.	
	
2020	has	presented	us	with	both	challenges	and	opportunities	as	state	and	county	
isolation	and	social	distancing	requirements	have	changed	the	very	nature	of	how	
our	two	societies	conduct	activities.		Yet,	you	have	been	able	to	adapt,	improvise,	
and	overcome	many	constraints	and	have	continued	to	maintain	a	public	presence	
in	spite	of	the	difficulties	presented	by	the	COVID-19	pandemic.	
	
From	placing	flags	on	graves,	placing	markers	at	historic	sites,	celebrating	
constitution	day,	and	participating	in	public	events,	you	have	ensured	that	the	DAR	
and	SAR	have	maintained	an	active	presence	during	this	challenging	time	as	we	
master	the	art	of	social	distancing.		
	
I	would	like	to	personal	thank	State	Regent	Spencer	and	the	Chapter	Regents	for	the	
outstanding	partnership	that	you	have	developed	with	the	MTSSAR	by	including	us	
in	your	activities.		I	congratulate	you	on	your	many	success	and	awards	that	
including	the	First-Place	award	for	the	DAR	USS	Montana	float	in	the	Dillon	Labor	
Day	parade.		Your	assistance	in	our	application	process	has	also	been	recognized	
with	your	society	receiving	First	Place	in	the	DAR/SAR	Membership	Award	which	is	
given	to	the	DAR	State	Society	with	the	highest	percentage	of	recruiting	approved	
SAR	Members	when	compared	to	the	SAR	State	Society's	membership.			
	
I	am	eternally	grateful	for	your	dedication	and	perseverance,	as	your	success	means	
our	success.	
	
Here	is	wishing	you	a	great	“virtual”	meeting.	
	
Warren	L.	Dupuis	
President,	MTSSAR	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Encl.	1	



Vice President’s Report, Sons of the American Revolution 
for the year, April 2020 – October 17, 2020 

 
 
The Vice-President’s role is one of providing assistance as requested by MTSSAR officers 

and the Board of Managers. 
 
There was plenty of email correspondence among many members of MTSSAR, particularly 

MTSSAR Secretary John Rice, Chaplain TC Richardson, Treasurer Rodney Wheeler, Registrar 
John Robinson, MTSSAR President Warren Dupuis, Liberty Tree Chapter President Don 
Murphy and Guardian Chapter President Keith Kramlick and his wife Gale of Oro Fino Chapter 
– DAR. 

 
While not an official duty of the V-P, I created newsletters that were sent to MTSSAR 

membership. I also sent numerous batch emails to membership concerning appropriate 
information about our state society, specific Chapter accomplishments and individual Compatriot 
accomplishments. 

 
I have agreed to continue to serve as Vice-President up to MTSSAR’s April 2021 Annual 

Meeting.  
 
I am open to continuing in my role as Vice-President should the need arise during our April 

2021 Annual Meeting, whether by ZOOM or in person. 
 
A special word of appreciation is in order for our MTSSAR Secretary John Rice, who has 

announced that he will leave this position in April 2021. John is incredibly organized and really 
branched out in the Secretary’s role after the work of Francis Weigand and Bob Gunderson. As 
John has stated, the Secretary’s role is very demanding. MTSSAR will have to dig deep into our 
membership to find a Compatriot who would like to assume this position. 

 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 Steve Armstrong 
 Vice-President – Montana Society - Sons of the American Revolution 
 President, Glacier Chapter - Sons of the American Revolution 
      Location Coordinator - Wreaths Across America, Montana Veteran’s Home, Columbia Falls 
 



USS Montana Committee 
by Steve Armstrong, Glacier Chapter President 

October 17, 2020 MTSSAR Semi-Annual Meeting 
 

Montana Society – Sons of the American Revolution made a significant donation to the USS 
Montana Committee during the April 2019 Annual Meeting. The USS Montana Committee’s purpose is 
to support the commissioning of this Virginia class nuclear-powered submarine which bears Montana’s 
name. 

 
The USS Montana was officially christened on September 12, 2020. 
 
From the USS Montana Committee website:     

 https://ussmontanacommittee.us/2020/09/12/montana-christened-posted-9-12-20/ 
 

With a smash of the bottle and a spray of its sparkling wine, sponsor Sally Jewell 

proclaimed this morning, “I christen thee United States Ship Montana! God Bless this 

submarine and all who sail in her!” 

 

This climax of a moving and meaningful virtual christening ceremony marked the future 

USS MONTANA’s readiness for launch, and the beginning of a final phase of 

completion and testing before she is commissioned into the fleet late next year. 
 

During the christening event there were many solemn reminders of the MONTANA’s 

future role in defending our nation, and the need for the crew to always be ready to fight 

in that defense. But there were also reminders that MONTANA’s strength and her 

crew’s capabilities will provide strong military deterrence. 
 

The ceremony was fittingly opened on behalf of all of Montana’s twelve Native Tribes 

with a special Honor Song performed by members of the Confederated Salish and 

Kootenai Tribes. CSKT Tribal Council Member Martin Charlo introduced the 

performance with a reminder of the history of Native Americans in military service and 

honoring veterans that continues today, and their warrior spirit that will be with 

MONTANA. His prayer was for blessings for “…all the men and women who help build, 

equip, crew, train and eventually set sail in defense of our nation.”  

 

MONTANA’s Maid of Honor, Mariah Gladstone, later invited all to share in a Blackfeet 

blessing as well. 
 

Sponsor Sally Jewell rang for the first time the new ship’s bell that will be officially 

presented to the MONTANA when she is commissioned. The ringing symbolized the 

connections the new submarine has with the first USS MONTANA, Armored Cruiser 

Number 13 commissioned in 1908, as well as with the Navy and our Treasure State and 

its motto, Oro y Plata, Gold and Silver. Melted into this smaller replica of the first 

MONTANA’s bell are gold and silver dolphin pins worn by qualified officer and enlisted 

submariners, and real Montana gold and silver. 
 
 

 



   MTSSAR Registrar Report Sep 2019 - Oct 2020  
 
                                     New Applicants 
 
1  Mike Merwin    Miles City   He came to a Sourdough Chapter meeting once.  I have not heard from 
him since. 
 
2  Ronald Ream   Condon, MT      He and I are unable to complete his application for lack of documents 
that meet SAR standards. 
 
3  Ralph Andrew Kuney     Helena   National # 215113 
Approved 8 May 2020.     Barb Stem assisted. 
 
4  Timothy Wm Kuney   Helena    National # 215112 
Approved 8 May 2020.      Barb Stem assisted. 
 
5  Zeph Thorning SR    Bozeman  He has never sent me his personal information from Nov 2019.  Barb 
Stem assisted. 
 
6  Zeph Thorning JR     Bozeman  He has never sent me his personal information from Nov 2019.    
Barb Stem assisted. 
 
7  Christopher Anevski    Billings   He has never contacted me again. 
 
8  Steve Armstrong   Supplemental.  Approved 13 Aug 2020. 
 
9  Ryan Hughes     He does not answer email. 
 
10  Delbert Hunt   Dillon   Application was completed and mailed to him but he has not signed it or sent 
a check.   He flies around the world fighting fires. 
 
11  Marvin Hunt   Helena National # 216627  Approved 21 Aug 2020       Barb Stem assisted. 
 
12  Nathan Hunt   Dillon  National # 216628 Approved 21 Aug 2020        Barb Stem assisted. 
 
13  Stacey Lee Henry   Helena  National # 216626 
Approved 21 Aug 2020.         Barb Stem assisted. 
 
14  James Arthur Gustafson     Helena National # 216961 
Approved 18 Sep 2020.   Barb Stem assisted. 
 
15  Charles Thomas Roe   Big Timber     Extensive work is required.  Barb Stem assisted with DAR app 
that has not been released to the public.  We are still working on it. 
 
16  Joe Geldrich     Missoula   The applicant is a DNA situation.  As I have no experience with DNA, 
President General Joe Dooley helped me.  I sent the entire package to him and he forwarded it to 
Genealogist General Jim Faulkinbury.  When Jim reviewed it, he shut down all DNA applications at 
National SAR including some already at National on 6 Nov 2019.  Then on 14 Sep 2020 the SAR sent 



out new DNA rules.  The only link allowed is the first GEN. or biological parent.  Sadly, Joe Geldrich 
cannot meet this requirement. 
 
So sadly 8 of the 16 applicants can not be completed.  All this takes time away from others. 
 
All applicants are responsible for supplying all documents for their application.  I do not have weeks, 
months or years to do the research.  Barb Stem of Helena Silver Bow chapter DAR has been very 
capable help.  As she has a very excellent knowledge of application preparation for both the DAR and 
SAR 
 
In working on Jim Gustafson of Helena application, I sent the entire package to Barb Stem first.  She 
came back and said the SAR has a lot more requirements than the DAR.  She was quite surprised at 
what the final package, that was ready to be sent to National, looks like and the amount of work 
involved. 
 
With 12% of all applications pended that are sent to National, I spend a lot of time to ensure everything 
is correct. So far all of mine are approved.  One problem is where the blood line changes to the maternal 
side.  That marriage must be proven. This can be a real problem and I write a number of proof 
arguments on these situations. 
 
With my wife and i having a lot of medical issues we spent a lot of time at the doctors.  My wife has had 
two MRI's since May and I have had one wit 6 hours in the ER.  But I am still going for now with 
almost 19 years doing applications. 
 
Every name, date and location must have an approved document to show the same or it can’t be put on 
an application.  Attention to detail is everything plus understanding the 70 plus or minus pages of the 
SAR pages for the preparation of applications. 
 
In Patriot Service   John Robinson   Montana SAR Registrar 



MTSSAR SECRETARY REPORT 
October 17, 2020 

 
As of December 31, 2019 

Regular Members      87 
Dual Members (Montana not primary state)   9 
Total Members     96 

  
Since December 31, 2019 

Deaths        0 
New Members       6  
Transferred out       1 
Transferred in       1 
Reinstated                                                      1 

 
As of October 17, 2020 
 Regular Members              94 
 Dual Members     11 
 Total Members            105 
          This includes: 
              Junior Members                                            2 
              Life Members                                                2 
 
Chapter Membership (Oct 17, 2020) 
 Liberty Tree      33 
 Glacier        8 
 Portage      11 
 Guardian      21 
 Sourdough        26 
 MT Continentals       6 
 Total              105 
 
 
 
John W. Rice 
MTSSAR Secretary 



Beginning Balance/General Fund Beginning Balance
$8,598.70 $4,372.05

Revenue Revenue $0.00
Dues $2,080.00 $0.00
Donations (Steve Armstrong/Zoom Subscription) $149.90
Monetary Awards 
     (Registrar's Award $100/Float $25) $125.00
Applications/Supp. $650.00
Registration Celeb. $0.00 Expenses during this reporting period:

Raffle $0.00
Educational - USS MT Float (Pete 
Oakander) $216.11

Anniversary Dinners $0.00 Educational - Magnetic Signs $45.70
Auction @ Anniversary $0.00 Educational - Banners $500.00

$3,004.90 Educational - Banner Rope $25.98
Total Expenses: $787.79

Expenses
Anniversary $0.00
Dues to Chapters $10.00
Dues Reimbursement $20.00
Zoom Subscription (S. Armstrong $149.90 
Donation) $149.90 Raffle Fund Total $3,584.26
National Dues $0.00
Application to Nat. $410.00
Anniversary Dinners $0.00
Gifts Given $0.00
Medals/Awards $136.00
Postage and Supplies $264.00
Donations $0.00
Raffle Expenses (educational) $787.79
Bank Fees $0.00
Newsletter $0.00
Registrar Expenses $280.96

Total Expenses: $2,058.65

General Fund Total $9,544.95

Raffle/Educations Purposes -$3,584.26 New Member Dues 10/1/19 $5.00

$25.00
Minus Funds Held in Escrow
for the Continentals Chapter

Continentals Chapter Funds
Being Held in Escrow:

(They Do Not Have A Bank Acct) -$30.00 $30.00

for MTSSAR General Use $5,930.69

October 15, 2020
Rodney Wheeler, MTSSAR Treasurer Date

MTSSAR FINANCIAL REPORT FOR 
MARCH 16, 2020 THROUGH OCTOBER 15, 2020

General Funds Raffle Funds

As of March 15 2020: As of March 15, 2020:

Total Revenue:

Total Revenue:

Continentals Chapter Funds

General Fund Balance Available

Minus Funds Allocated for

Annual Chapter 2020 Membership 
Dues 1/29/20

iPad



2020 Montana State Winter Trustee’s Report 
Leadership -  

• On file at our members request are reports for the NSSAR Leadership-
Trustees Meeting containing reports of committees, Foundation, 
Museum, Officer Training, Rumbaugh Oration, SAR Education, Social 
Media etc. All 2020 NSSAR leaders remained in place through the COVID 
threat 

Finance -  

• Cash assets as of August 31, 2020 NSSAR - $1,066,998.00, Investments: 
$2,511,598.00. Foundation - Cash assets $90, 595.00, Investments 
$8,977,604.00. All National financial break-downs available to any SAR 
members upon request 

• Membership - Current National membership is over 34,000.  

SAR Organizations/Committees -  

• Minuteman Organization 
• Center for Advancing American Heritage 
• The privately funded King's College Program 
• Budget Committee, Ethics Committee, Finance Committee, Genealogy 

Committee. Handbook Committee, Independent Audit Committee, 
Investment Committee, Museum Board and Strategic Planning 
Committee are all options for member to serve 

• In-place National Officers are: PG, John (Jack) Manning, Secretary 
General, Davis Wright Esq., Treasurer General, C. Bruce Pickette, 
Chancellor General Peter M. Davenport, Genealogist General Jim L. W. 
Faulkinbury, Registrar General Douglas T. Collins, Historian General 
William O. Stone, Librarian General Tony L. Vets, Surgeon General 
Darryl S. Addington MD and Chaplain General Rev David J. Felts 

For the Good of the Order - 

• The 2020 National Congress scheduled in Richmond VA. For 2020 was 
cancelled due to COVID threats. All deposits and funding made by 
NSSAR for this congress was refunded as were member reservations. 
Trust we can meet July 10-15, 2021 at Seattle (Renton) WA for our 131st 
National Congress 

• NSSAR Officers and Trustees who are standing in place until the 
Seattle Congress will be elected there. Applications for new officers are 
on file at www.sar.org 

Joyfully Reported, 

TC Richardson, 
Your Montana State Chaplain and Trustee to our National SAR 



Fall 2020 - Montana State Chaplain's Report   

As a Christian serving in the capacity of Sunday School, Christian School 
teacher, School Administrator, Missionary, Mission Director, Liberty Tree 
Chaplain and Montana State Chaplain, I appreciate you allowing me to serve 
with you these years, 2020 being a watermark in many ways, COVID 
notwithstanding. 

Working with National Chaplain General Rev. David J. Felts has been a 
blessing. Like many of our National Leaders "Brother Dave" listens to Montana 
and acts on our suggestions.  

I continue to encourage each of our chapters to appoint a chaplain to serve as 
originated by our first Montana Chaplain Bateman.  I believe contacting the 
clergy in your chapter area to be a good recruiting tool.   

As we age as an organization, leaves begin to fall from our tree. Let us pray, 
then encourage those younger than us to attend and join our worthy, patriot 
cause. God asked Abraham to use what was in his hand for service to others in 
His case. Hold fast, patriots, until another takes your place. 

 

Joyfully, 

 

TC Richardson 
Your Montana State Chaplain 

 



Glacier Chapter 
by Steve Armstrong, Glacier Chapter President 

October 17, 2020 MTSSAR Semi-Annual Meeting 
 

Glacier Chapter (meaning Steve Armstrong) continues to take care of Glacier Chapter business while 
being the sole officer. As I’ve previously stated, this works well for me as I can retain our commitment 
at the Wreaths Across America program. I am now in my eighth year of coordinating this program at the 
Montana Veteran’s Home in Columbia Falls, MT. 

Glacier Chapter participated in flag placement ceremonies at the Montana Veteran’s Home Cemetery, 
which included Memorial Day and July 4th. The latter was most gratifying as Glacier Chapter Compatriot 
Dan Sanders participated, as well as James Dunn. James became a member of SAR via a chapter in 
Washington, D.C., and has expressed interest in becoming a Glacier Chapter member. I have tried 
working with the D.C.-based chapter that James is a member of, but unfortunately, they have not 
responded to my inquiries. 

The COVID situation has impacted our ability to solicit wreath donations this year. We had 670 
donations last year (2019) and now have 422 as of this writing for 2020. I am hoping to get close to 500 
wreath donations. 

Glacier Chapter has not held a meeting in three years. I have communicated with Chapter members 
asking when they would like to meet. There have been no responses to my inquiries. 

I have periodic phone calls with Glacier Chapter Compatriot Mark Burns, who lives in Troy, MT. 
Mark is the one who donated several rolls of bicentennial coins and asked me to store them for future 
display at MTSSAR meetings and events. Mark is looking forward to receiving his 15-year membership 
certificate. 

Glacier Chapter welcomed new member Peter Ford, a Bigfork resident who transferred from a 
California chapter. Larry Mylnechuk came to Bigfork on August 19, 2020, to officially welcome Peter 
to the Montana Society. Peter’s wife Lynda, myself and my wife Linnea, were also in attendance. 

There have been at least four individuals who have expressed interest in completing their applications 
for SAR membership. I have corresponded with each and have offered to assist them in any way that I 
can short of completing their application for them. I have yet to hear of a progress report from any of 
these gentlemen. 

When I look back at the history of Glacier Chapter, created in 2012, there were really only four of us 
who would be considered active at that time. One of those four moved to Washington State, but still 
maintains his Glacier Chapter membership. Another ceased being a member of SAR. The third one died. 

That leaves, at this point in time, just me. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Steve Armstrong 
 
President, Glacier Chapter - Sons of the American Revolution 
Vice-President – Montana Society - Sons of the American Revolution 
Location Coordinator - Wreaths Across America, Montana Veteran’s Home, Columbia Falls 



Guardian Chapter News (presented Oct. 17 , 2020 state meeting) 

On November 11, 2019 the chapter participated in the East Helena Veterans Day parade. 

On December 9, 2019 the chapter presented the colors at the Wreaths Across America ceremony held in the 
Capitol Rotunda.  President, Keith Kramlick, presented the ceremonial wreath along with BG Jeff Ireland. 
MTSSAR President, Warren Dupuis, brought greetings from MTSSAR. 

On December 14, 2019 members attended the Wreaths Across America ceremony held at Fort Harrison in 
Helena and helped place nearly 800 wreaths along with the POW/MIA organization, Oro Fino Chapter DAR and 
other members of the community.  Chapter president, retired SFC Keith Kramlick had the honor of posting the 
US Army wreath at the ceremony with retirees from the other branches of service posting their wreaths. 

On January 8, 2020 chapter treasurer, Pat Duncan and chapter president, Keith Kramlick painted the room at the 
Willis Cruse House that the chapter is sponsoring. 

At our February meeting, War Service Medals were presented to Greg Kneedler for service in the Vietnam War 
and Kevin Kramlick for service in Operation Iraqi Freedom. Keith Kramlick was presented the Military Service 
Medal for his 21 years of service in the U.S. Army. 

Our chapter would have participated in the Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Ceremony that was to be held on 
Monday, March 30 in Helena, but was cancelled due to Covid. 

We participated in the Memorial Day ceremony at East Helena.  Chapter vice president Don Reed walked with 
his riderless horse with boots reversed in the stirrups honoring our fallen soldiers.   

Chapter vice president, Don Reed, built the chapter American Revolution Camp float at his own expense. 
Members of the chapter and other SAR members rode the float in the 4th of July parade in Big Timber.  

The float, with chapter and other SAR members participated in the Dillon Labor Day parade. 

The chapter float with chapter and other SAR members participated in the Patriots day motorcade from Ennis to 
Helena. 

Members of the chapter provided support for the Orofino Chapter of DAR Marker Dedication for Pioneer Cabin 
in Helena on September 11th.  Chapter president Keith Kramlick brought greetings for the Guardian Chapter. 

 The chapter was going to assist the Orofino Chapter of DAR in the Military Stand Down scheduled for August, 
but it was cancelled due to Covid. 

The chapter presented the colors at the Constitution Day ceremony at the capitol September 17th.  Vice 
president Don Reed performed a skit “are we a monarchy or a republic” at the ceremony. 

At our September meeting Don Reed was awarded a Certificate of Appreciation for his construction of the 
chapter float. 

The chapter is planning to ride the chapter float at the Veteran’s Day parade in East Helena on November 11th. 

We are again going to participate in Wreaths Across America this December. 

The chapter has added 5 new members this year and has 7 individuals expressing interest in joining. 



17 OCT 2020 LIBERTY TREE CHAPTER REPORT 
MONTANA SOCIETY OF THE SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

 
Due to the Covid Pandemic the only thing that the Liberty Tree Chapter has been able to do is 
participate in the 4th of July Encampment at Fort Missoula Museums and hold a meeting in September.  
Everything else that the members were scheduled to do has been postponed. 



17 OCTOBER 2020 SOURDOUGH CHAPTER REPORT 
MONTANA SOCIETY OF THE SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

 
In April 2020 the Sourdough Chapter had 25 members.  Since then it has added no new 
Montana members.  However, there is a list of ten potential new Sourdough Chapter candidates, 
two of which have indicated that they hope to get their applications done soon.  Two Wyoming 
SAR Society Big Horn Basin Chapter members, Keith Francik and Walter Hartung, have joined 
the Sourdough Chapter as dual members.  Sourdough Chapter member Timo Platt has moved to 
Arizona for business reasons.  The chapter now has 26 members. 
 
Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic no Sourdough Chapter meetings have been held since April 
2020.  Pete Oakander built the wooden model of the USS Montana Submarine for the joint 
MTSSAR / MSDAR float and helped integrate the model into the float.  Sourdough members 
Pete Oakander, John Rice, John Robinson, and Rodney Wheeler participated in the Big Timber 
Rodeo Parade with this float.  Pete also participate with the float in the Dillon Parade.  John 
Rice has been serving with Montana Society of the Daughters of the Revolution member Janice 
Hand as event coordinator for the USS Montana Submarine float. 
 
Sourdough Chapter Vice President Rodney Wheeler, Secretary Pete Oakander, and Treasurer 
Bill Jones have agreed to run for re-election for the 2020-2021 year.  Roscoe Montgomery has 
announced that he and his wife plan to move out of state next year and so he will no longer be 
filling the open Board of Managers position designated for the former Sourdough Chapter 
President, who is no longer a SAR member.  Sourdough Chapter President John Rice has stated 
that he would like to step down as Chapter President for health reasons and to have more time 
to spend with family and travel.  John has issued a call for a replacement.  The Sourdough 
Chapter is planning on having a virtual meeting in late October or early November.  
 
 
Lt. Col. (USAF, Ret.) John W. Rice 
Sourdough Chapter President 
181 Milky Way Drive 
Bozeman, MT 59718 
Home Phone #: 406-585-5801 
Cell Phone #: 208-521-8311 
Email: jwrice46@gmail.com 
 



MONTANA SOCIETY OF THE SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
17 FEBRUARY 2020 FALL ANNUAL MEETING 

LETTER FROM DAR REGENT LEIGH HAISLIP-SPENSER 
 

Dear MTSSAR President Dupuis, members of the MTSSAR Executive Board, and 
MTSSAR Chapter Presidents 

 
Thank you for your kind invitation to attend your annual fall meeting!  I regret that I am 
unable to deliver greetings in person as my seasonal “flu crew” employment at the local 
health department has suddenly erupted into COVID-19 contact tracing on weekends to 
give the overwhelmed county health staff a break. 
 
It has been a delight for me to get to know the Sons of the American Revolution through 
shared participation in events around the state.   Thank you for all that you do to advance 
the mission of historic preservation, education, and patriotism that we share. 
 
I enjoyed virtual attendance at the National SAR / DAR liaison meeting several weeks 
ago and hope to bring greetings to you in person next spring in Helena. 
 
Our DAR best to each of you! 
 
Sincerely yours, 
Leigh Haislip (“hay slip”) Spenser, Regent 
MT State Society Daughters of the American Revolution 
 
 



Full name Chapter Joined Years 15-Year 20-Year 25-Year 30-Year Notes
Mark Andrew Burns Glacier 3/14/02 18 X Ok

Jimmie Dow Allison, Jr. Liberty Tree 1/1/79 41-9=32 X Dropped 2010-2019

Robert Anthony Bogardus, Jr. Liberty Tree 5/3/82 38 X Ok

Howard Lyn Hartman III Liberty Tree 6/17/95 25-2=23 X Dropped 2013-2015

Larry Herbert Mylnechuk Liberty Tree 6/22/93 27-2=25 X Dropped 2005-2007

Fred Burton Samson, Ph.D. Liberty Tree 8/23/00 20 X Ok

Dennis Armfield Tate Liberty Tree 6/10/88 32-7-25 X Dropped 2009-2016

William John Morris Continentals 6/2/99 21-5=16 X Dropped 2013-2018

Charles Andrew Couch Portage 3/28/02 18-2=16 X Dropped 2010-2012

Ronald Eugene Matkin Portage 5/24/91 29 X Ok

Walter Earl Walker Portage 4/18/88 32 X Ok

John Thomas Bancroft Sourdough 4/25/00 20 X Ok

James Keith Hall Sourdough 8/18/92 28 X Ok

Dr. Benjamin Thomas Marchello Sourdough 4/25/00 20 X Ok

Roscoe George Montgomery Sourdough 6/28/99 21 X Ok

Dr. Douglas Fredrick Phillip Sourdough 11/17/89 30 X Ok

John Jay Robinson Sourdough 6/27/02 18 X Ok


